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Not only foutlous, but alſo an inſidious 
Attempt to prejudice the ADMIRA L's 
Caan 


—_— 


True Courage ſcorns, 1 
To vent her Proweſs in a Storm of Words; 
And to the Valiant, Actions ſpeak alone. 
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Mr. — 3 Merchant, near 


5 Lombard-S ereei. 


Ol Fri end, 


HA ; you deſigned me a parti- 
cular Fa avour in the Pamphlets you 


what eaſe they may be rendered the Tools 
of private 1 or the Inſtruments of 


5 undeſetved 18580 the late Affair of Can- 
B WIN, 
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ſent me laſt Week, I do not in the 
leaſt doubt; you know that 1 
bare ever profeſſed myſelf a ſteady Enemy 
to all Attempts, tending to animate the pub- 
lic Voice againſt any /uſpeFedCriminal : Eve- 
ry Endeavour of this ſort appears to me, at 
leaft an unfair Anticipation, if not ſometimes 
an actual Prevention of Juſtice. With what 
facility Mobs may be put in Motion, with 
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NING, that indelible Inſtance of Engliſh 
Credulity, is but too recent a Proof. 
However limited or reſtrained the Condi- 
tion of Germans, or any other Foreign Peo- 
ple may be; it is the peculiar, the happy, 
Boaſt of Britons, that with them Condem- 
nation never precedes Conviction. Never. 
theleſs, it is not the firſt Time that we haye 
ſeen Efforts made even among ws, the Sons 
of Liberty, to eſtabliſh the Superiority of 
Paſſion over Reaſon, and to teach Prejudice 
to uſurp the Place of Judgment. Such ma- 
nifeſtly were the Proceedings of the clamo- 
rous Advocates for that ill-adyiſed Girl; and 
it is with the utmoſt Concern I perceive the 
inſidious Enemies of Admiral Byng, tread- 
ing in the ſame irregular Steps, and purſu- 
ing the ſame unwarrantable Meaſures. 
That a national Reſentment ſhould ſuc- 
ceed a national Diſgrace is no uncommon 
Conſequence ; nor is it greatly to be wWon- 
dered at, that in the firſt Impulſes of Rage 
too little Attention ſhould be paid to Decen- 
cy. The mock Executions of the ſuppoſed Sy 
Authors * of the public Diſappointment, 
that were exhibited in almoſt every Part of 
the Kingdom, were, moſt probably at firſt 
intended only as Marks of the Public Indig- 
nation; nevertiioiels, it is certain, that the 
Repe- 
* 1 have aid ads becauſe Mr. Ber! was not the 


ſole Object of this ignominious Treatment, where J 
live; and, 281 am informed in many other Places, 


47 


Repetition of RY was Chietly- promot-. 


ed by the very loweſt of the People, and 
ſerved merely as an Excuſe for Idleneſs and 
Drunkenneſs. But whatever was the De- 
ſign of commencing or continuing theſe tu- 
multuous Exhibitions ; ſurely they were in 
themſelves unjuſtifiable, and deſerved Repre- 
henſion rather than Encouragement : Even 
every Contributor to them, whether by his 
Preſence, on his Purſe, ſeems to me to have 
been thereby guilty of Injuſtice to his Fel- 


low- Subject, and doing Violence to the 


Laws of his Country. 
Hence Iobſerved with the more Ple aſure that 


the popular Fury had in a great Meaſure ſub- 
ſided, that it ſeemed to become a general Opi- 


nion to wait till Mr. Byng's Merits or Demerits 


had received a legal Determination: Hence 


it is that your intended Favour has had 


upon me a very contrary Effect. Far from 


enjoying theſe two Pamphlets with the Sa- 


tisfaction you expected, upon a Preſump- 
tion of their coinciding with my Sentiments, 


the Peruſal of them has not only diſpleaſed 
me, but it has even given me more than a 


little Pain: You, perhaps, will be ſurprized 


when I tell you, that inſtead of looking upon 
them as a Defence of the Admiral, I can 
conſider them in noother Light than as calcu- 


lated, to re kindle the Fire that was nearly 


extinguiſhed, to render the Accuſed more 


5 odious, and to N him of the F riend- 
B 2 Sr ſhip 
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1 of from his Friend in Bags 


5 'of. thoſe NOW. 
umed moſt ca 
; You . He able of 
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fi ver innocent) to the 8 
Tas * politic: 
5 Tegeruemuin, divert public Attentio 
( Fees fa e on Offender. ' Hoi 
e ſucceſsfully this mini ei Hows Poon: 
« has in former Days been played off, 
« HreroRy ab ly evinces; nor is ir 
„ but our future Annals may 
« afford an Inſtance of a Frzxr's being 
< doomed to expiate the Errors of a %,; 
« and an ADMIRAL N fo 
bear away the Offenes of a m 
The two following * aQs from the Ap- 
peal to the People, Se. T ſufficiently ſhew 
the of ns in theſe two Au- 
thor! ak Thoſe (lays the Appellant) who are 
anequal to every Duty of a r: are ſtill 
E eunning enough to think it indiſpenſably 
* .neceſfary to throw the whole Blame and 
« Diſgrace of the ill Suceeſs on the' viſible 
Ohe why profided in he Scene of Ac- 
t tion, to faſcinate che Underſtandings of 
the Multitude by deluſtve and partial 


* Reprefentations, and ul from their In- 


6 dignation, behind the Reſentment which 
a their Adherents and Abettors have c ftily 
« raiſed apainſt the Commander in the Day of 
© Battle." To quote Inſtances of this Kind, 
e would be to mention almoſt all the 5 
an wren, cee 
| 4 A to the P containi the by 
4 entire =; ett . "Tad 
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(4) 

ſhip of thoſe who may reaſonable be pre- 
ſumed moſt capable of ſerving him. 
Jou will naturally expect ſome Reaſons 
for an Aﬀertion ſo different from your Opi- 

nion; nor ſhall I be backward in giving 
you mine, in which 1 find myſelf not quite 
particular, ſeeing ſome of my Neighbours, 
who know more of theſe Affairs, than 1 
can pretend to, concur with me. The In- 
ference you drew from their 8 left at 
your Houſe anſollicited and unbought, ſerves 
rather to confirm me in theſe Sentiments. 
For can it be preſumed that Mr. Byng or 
his Friends, who have all along, and, with 
great Juſtice, complained of the popular Pre- 
Judication of his Cauſe, would think of 
* his Defence before the ſame Tribu- 
But to take a nearer View of theſe Pub- 

lications; the fame Deſign is evidently pur- 
| ſued through both. In the Letter to a 


i Member of Parliament, &@c*. It is infinu- 


ated that Mr. Byng, may be deſtined ra- 
« ther a Martyr to private Policy, than a 
Viftim to public Fuſtice; to which ſuc- 
ceeds the following remarkable Obſerva- 
tion: Upon the Effects of any fatal Miſ- 
** management it is no unuſual State-iricł, 
for thoſe in Power to devote ſome Sacri- 


1 ALetter to a Member of Parliament in the Coun: 


15, from his Friend in London, relative ta the Cafe of 
5 AMIR AI. ByxNxG 3 page 6. ſeg. 4 0 


(5) 
© fice (however innocent) to the popular 
« Reſentment, and thus, bya Sort of po 
c Legerdemain, divert the 
« from a real to an ideal Offender. How 
“ ſucceſsfully this miniſterial Hocus Pocus 
« has in former Days been played off, 
« HrsroRY abundantly evinces; nor is it 


« impoſſible, but our future Annals may 


ublic Attention 


e afford an Inſtance of a FLeeT's being 


« doomed to expiate the Errors of a *** , 
« and an ADMIRAL made a _ _ to 
© bear away the Offences of a * 
The two following ExtraQs from the Ap- 
peal to the People, Sc. + ſufficiently ſhew 
the Congruity © Sentiments in theſe two Au- 


thors. Thoſe (ſays the Appellant) who are 
_ ** unequal to every Duty of a Mr, are ſtill 


© eunning enough to think it indiſpenſably 
« -NECE 
« Difgrace of the ill oy on the viſible 
Object who prefided in the Scene of Ac- 


« tion, to faſcinate the Underſtandings of 
deluſive and partial 


the Multitude by 
00 Repreſentations, and ſculk from their In- 
<« dignation, behind the Reſentment which 
« their Adherents and Abettors have craftily 
« raiſed a 
* Battle, To quote Inſtances of this Kind, 
e would be to mention almoſt all the paſt 


* Tun *Im, in which military Af- 


„fairs 


+ FR — As to PR People, containing the 2 


* 


and entire Letter of ADMIRAL e Je. 


litical 


to throw the whole Blame and 


gainſt the Commander in the Day of 
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« fairs have proved unſucceſsful from the 
Iniquity, Negligence, or Incapacity of the 
« M rs, and the Chief in Command 
<« has been call'd to public Juſtification.}” 
Again: This has been frequently the 
«, Conſequence of Craft in Mrs, and 
many an innocent Man has ſuffered from 
« this cruel Cunning. of Men in Power; 
« by theſe Arts the Paſſions of the People, 
« oreatly incenſed, and knaviſhly ſeduced, 
© have been miſled to condemn Men as 
<« Deſtroyers of the Crown and Nation's 
% Honour, who are only made to appear 
e jn that Light, by the Wickedneſs and 
« Wiles of thoſe very Mrs, who ruined 
<« the public Welfare, and betrayed. the 
* Glory of the Sovereign. It is during this 
Tumult in the Minds of Men, too turbu- 
cc lent at firſt to be appealed to, or liſten to 
* the Voice of Reafon, that M- rs 
e have taken Occaſion to ſacrifice a Com- 
ce mander in Chief, to appeaſe the Wrath 

« of the People and fave themſelves ||.” 
"Che Stars and Daſbes in the above Quo- 
tations, (thoſe Marks under which ill-de- 
figning Writers always endeavour to ſhelter 
their Malignity) ſtand not in need of any 
Explanation. To wound the Miniſtry thro' 
the Sides of Mr. Byng is evidently one, if 
not the principal, Deſign of both theſe 
Pamphlets ; and this by a Suggeſtion, that 
I 


"7 Pies Kt. 'Þ 


(7) 


I flatter myſelf may eaſily be» made app pear: 
to be not leſs ùmprobable Mad malevolent. 

The fteady; active Patriot, whoſe Hind 
dared to refuſe- the offered Bribe, whoſe 
Heart knew: no: Paſſion ſaperior-to:the Love 
of his Country, and whoſe Head had con- 
ſtantly been employed to defeat the pernicious 
Schemes of Corruption, has ever been tlié 
dread of weak Princes and wicked Miniſters: 
Men of this uncomplyingDiſpoſition have often 


3 Victims to State ⸗Contrivances; Hiſ- 


both antient and modern, abdunds, 
we Ay with Secrifices o THIS SORT. But 
is it in the Power of even his greateſt Enemy 
to accuſe Mr. Byng with the leaft uncdurtly 
Obſtinacy ? Can it be pretended that, in his 
legiſlative Capacity, he has ever diſobliged 
any Miniſter in Power by an uncomplaiſant 


Vote? Could the leaſt Part of his former 


Conduct render him ſuſpected, that he was 
about to deviate from that uniform Compla- 
cency to order which he had hitherto ſtritly 


obſerved? His Connections are well known 


to be extenſive; have any of his Relatives 
been leſs obliging than himſelf ? A States- 
man may have many Dependants, but very 


few Friends; and I believe few, if any, In- 


ſtances can be produced, wherein, however 
neceſlary a Sacrifice ſhould be thought, any 
of the latter have been devoted for that pur- 
poſe. Hence I muſt conclude, that if a 
Victim was wanted, a more ignoble, and 


leſs 
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5 1 
jon uſeful Objest, than our Admiral, would 
ave been fingled out on this Occaſion. 
| To W . that it fi my 
Conipreberafin to conceive, that the Guilt 
or Innocence of Mr. Byng, or the Mi- 
niſtry, are in the leaſt complicated with 
each other; or, that the cleareſt Proofs of 
Miſconduct in the former, could at all 
 white-waſh any Stains of mme 


from the latter. 
regarded only the Im- 


Thus far I have 3 
— of this eſtion: Its Malevo- 
rl? „ this ſingle Conſide- 
ration, that in Ca in Cafe it ſhouid be found; that 
Mr. Byng's Behaviour has been indifcreet, 
timorous, or negligent, the Palliation or 
Pardon of his Miſcondu&, muſt have in a 
great meaſure depended on his Intereſt with 
thoſe in Power, whom it is the profeſſed 
Deſign of theſe Performances to able, and 
conſequently to exaſperate. | 
The Evidence brought to ſi upport this 
Suggeſtion, is not leſs doubtful than the 
Suggeſtion itſelf ; it conſiſts of Letters, ſaid 
to be wrote by Mr. Byng; how truly, a 
few Remarks upon each of them, will 
more clearly ſhew. The firſt, in order 
of Time, is that in the firſt mentioned 
att a; es 


DIESELS *4 10 Romilier 
* Letter to a Member, &c, p. 14 


4. 


te Romillis in Gibraltar Bay 2 4, 1746, 


« STR, 


00 1 HIS comes to you by ies from 
« hence by the Way of Madrid, 

« recommended to Sir Benjamin Keene, his 
« Majeſty's Miniſter at that Place, to be for- 
« warded with the utmoſt Expedition. 

* I arrived here with the Squadron under 
« my Command, the 2d Inſtant in the Af- 
« ternoon, after a tedious Paſſage of twenty- 
« ftven Days, occaſioned by contrary Winds 
and Calms, and was extremely concerned 
to hear from Capt. Edgcumbe (who found 
© here with the Princef Louiſa and Fortune 
t Sloop) that he was obliged to retire from 
« Minorca, the French having landed on that 
Iſland by all Accounts from thirteen to fif- 
ce teen thouſand Men. 
« They failed from Toulon the 1oth of 
« laſt Month, with about one hundred and 
« ſixty, or two hundred Sail of Tranſports, 
© eſcorted by thirteen Sail of Men of War; 
how many of the Line I have not been able to 
learn with any Certainty 

&« If bad been ſo hapfy to have arrived 
t Mahon, before the French bad landed, 
e flatter myſelf, I ſhould have been able to 
* have prevented their getting a Footing on 
c b Hand; but as it has ſo unfortunately 
„„ turned 


\ 


Cos 
ce furned out, I am FIRMLY of Opinion, from 
«© the great Force they have landed, and the 


cc Quantity of Proviſions, Stores 4057 An- 


te munition of all Kinds they brought with 
« them, that the throwing Men into the 
cc Caftle, will only enable it it to hold out but a 
e LITTLE Time longer, and add to the Num- 


« bers that muſt f fall into the Enemy's Hands; 


e for the Garriſon in Time will "be obliged 


f ſurrender, unleſs a ſufficient Number of 


« Men could be landed to diſlodge the French, 


&« or raiſe the Siege; however, I am deter- 1 
« mined to fail up to Minorca with the Squa- 


« dron, where J ſhall be a better Judge of 
Kathe Situation of Affairs there, and will 
ce give General Blakeney all the Aſſiſtance he 
e ſhall require; though I am afraid all Com- 
ce munication will be cut off between us, as 1s 


« the Opinion of the Chief Engineers of this 


« Garri 5 (who have ſerv'd in the and) 
te and that of the other Officers of the Artil- 
 lery, who are acquainted with the Situa- 
« tion of the Harbour ; for if the Enemy 
te have erected Batteries on the two Shores 
« near the Entrance of the Harbour (an Ad- 
« vantage ſcaree to be ſuppoſed, they have 
te geglected) it will render it impoſſible for 
* our Boats to have a Paſſage to the Sally 
« Port of the Garriſon. 

« By the incloſed Liſt, delivered to me by 


ec Capt. Edgcumbe, their Lordſhips will ob- 


F ſerve the es, gh of the French Ships in 
« Toulon, 


1 | 1 
er Toulon, and by the Copy of a Letter from 
« Marſeilles, to General Blakeney, which I 
« herewith tranſmit to you, their Lordſhips 
« will perceive the Equipment the French 
% have made on this Occaſion. It is to be 
© apprehended, when they have got all the 
© Ships they poſſibly can ready for Service, 
den may think of turning their Tale 
«F014 Fay... 
. If I ſhould fail in the Relief of Port- 
Mahon, T ſhall look upon the Security and 
Protection of Gibraltar as my next Object, 
ec ang ſhall repair down bere With the Squa= 
« Aaron, 
« am ſorry to find, upon enguiring "of - 
« the Naval Officer here, that there are few 
ce Or no Stores in the Magazines to ſupply any 
© of the Squadron that may be in want of 
« them; AND it appears by a Letter I have 
2 received From. the Store-keeper and Mafter 
% Shipwright, that the careening Wharfs, 
« Store-houſes, Pits, &c. are entirely de- 
e cayd, and Tam afraid we ſhall find great 
ys Difficulty in getting them repair'd, there 
being no Artificers to be got bere, and at 
* preſent he can have no Aſſiſtance from the 
** Carpenters of the Fleet on Account Us our 
e Sailing. ; 
Tt requiring a proper Perſon to inf pet 1 
into and manage thoſe Affairs, I have ta- | ll | 
fen upon me to give Mr. Milborurne Marſh it 
His Majeſty's Naval Oficer that was at | 
C2 „ Mahon | 


A 
Cad 


ov 


E 
Mahon, and who came down with Capt. 
Edgcumbe) an Order to act as Maſter 
Shipwright, which I hope their Lordſhips 
will approve, and have given him Orders to 
uſe his beſt Endeavours to put the Wharf, 
g, in the beſt Condition he can, Fox 


72% 20ON THEY WILL BE WANTED; 


” apprehend, this is the only Place the 
Vs of the Squadron can come to refit, 
ant many of them are in Want of Repairs 
and Careening ; particularly the Portland, 
who has not been cleaned theſg twelve 
Months, nor the Cheſterfield, ten; beſides 
many of the Ships that came out with me 
are foul : I fear from the Inconventencies 
we ſball meet with here, there will be 


great Difficulty in keeping the Ships clean, 


4 there is but one Wharf for them to re- 
pair and careen at. 


„ By a Council of War, held by General 


Fowke, a Copy of which is herewith tranſ- 


mitted, it was not thought proper to ſend 
a B equal to a Battallion for the 


Relief of Minorca, as it would evident] 


weaken the Gacrilon of Gibraltar, and be 


no way effectual to the Relief of that 


Iſland for the Reaſons herein given; but, 
as 1 had repreſented that there was a De- 
ficiency of Men on board the Ships late 


under tha Command of Capt. Edgcumbe, 


on account of his having left a Number 
of Sailors and Marines at Minorca to aſſiſt 


8 


- 


( 13) 
in the Defence of that Place, and that it 
was neceſſary to ſend a Detachment on 
board thoſe Ships to help to man them, 
this the General complied with, and I 
ſhall diſtribute ſome Seamen from the 
Ships that came out with me to compleat 
their Complement. 

© The Cheſterfield, Portland and Dolphin, 
are on their Paſſage from Mahon for this 
Place. The Phenix is gone to Legborn 
by Order of Capt. Edgcumbe for Letters 
and Intelligence ; and "the Experiment is 
cruizing off Cape Pallas, who I 12 85 
in every Hour. 

« By a Letter from Mr. Banks, our Con- 
ſul at Carthagena, to General Fowke, da- 
© ted the 21ſt of April, it appears, that 

© twelve Sail of Spaniſh Men of War are or- 
dered from Cadiz and Ferrol, which are 
expected at that Port, but on what Ac- 
count he could not tell the Governor. 
We are employed in taking in Wine and 
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com pleating our Water with the utmoſt | 
Diſpatch, and ſhall let no Opportunity = | | 
of failing from hence. | 
Herewith I ſend you encloſed a Copy | 4 
of ſuch Papers as have been delivered me, | 
which I thought neceſſary for their Lord- it 

| ſhips Inſpection. N Wl | 
I an, STR, I 

« Your moſ bumble Servant, 1 

* "1. 
Hon. JA C—d, E | | 


$ — * * 
— —— — —— 
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That Mr. Byng wrote Home upon his Ar- 
rival, at Gibraltar, I make not the leaſt 
doubt; his Duty required him to do ſo. 
But that what is here inſerted, is his genuine 
Letter, I am as unwilling to behave. as the 
invidious Report, that the Expectation of 
meeting with three French Eaſi-India Ships 
(which, with no more than the Force he had 
with him, would have been nowvery difficult 
Conqueſt) concurred: with the | contrary 

Minds and Calms to protract his Voyage. 
A Perſon lying under the Weight of 
an Accuſation may be as much miſrepre- 
ſented, and as much injured by making him 
ſay What he did not ſay, as by the Omiſſion 
of any Part neceſſary to his Defence. As 
we have yet no other Authority to counte- 
nance the Truth of this Epiſtle except its 
Appearance in the above Publication, it is 
hoped, that, till it is better authenticated, 
no Offence can be taken, at not receiving 
the whole of it for Sterling. It is poſſible 
that ſome Pamphlet - Spinner may have acci- 
dentally come at a Sight of the foul Draught 
of the real Letter; and who, taking the 
Advantage of the popular Curioſity to be in- 
formed of every Circumſtance in this inte- 
reſting Affair; has thought fit to obtrude it 
on the Public with ſuch Interpolations as to 
him ſeemed moſt convenient to anſwer his 
inſidious Purpoſes, My Reaſons for this 
Conjectus re are founded on the n 5 
that 


(15) 


that the Parts I have particularly diſtinguiſh- 


ed, could ever fall from the Pen of the Ad- 


miral. 5 
For laltikice”; in tis third Paragraph of 


this pretended Letter, Mr. Byng is made to 
acknowledge 'his Uncertainty with Reſpe ct 


to the Naval Strength of AE e Enemy ; an Ty 
in the fourth to expreſs an unmanly Jeſpot- 


dency, altogether inconfiſtent with his Cha- 


racer, ſignifying his rm Opinion, that 7he 
throwing Men into the Caftle, will enable it 


to hola but but à little Time longer, and that 
Garriſon, in Time, will be ob{rged to ur- 
render. Is this ſpeaking like an Szene 
Commander, who really intended to do all 


in his Power to preferve that valuable Ifland ? 


If his Force was inſufficient to the Purpoſe 


of raiſing the Siege, every Hour the Sur- 


render was protracted was gaining an Ad- 
vantage, and giving a further Opportunity 


for receiving more powerful Succours: The 


Event has pretty clearly ſhewn, that if the 


Garriſon could have been enabled to hold 
out but a Week longer, it would in all 
Probability have been effectually received. — 
In the fame Paragraph, the Admiral is re- 


preſented defeating the generous Reſolution, 
worthy himſelf, of endeavouring to afſiſt 


General Blakeney, by an unſeaſonable 1-3 
midity, grounded upon the mere Preſump- 


& tion that the Enemy had cut off all Commu- 
nication between the Fleet and the Salih 


. Port 


| "ih 


130] 
Port of the Garriſon, Is it poſſible to be- 
lieve this can have proceeded from an Officer 
of Mr. Byng's known Spirit and Intrepidity? 
In Paragraphs 5 and 6 Mr. Byng is made 


to appear more anxious for the Safety of 


Gibraltar, than the Relief of Minorca. How 
unnatural is this Infinuation ? It could not 
have eſcaped this provident Gentleman's 
Penetration, that the Protraction of the 


Siege of the latter, muſt prevent any At- 


tempts againſt the former; ſeeing it. could 
ſcarce be imagined, that the French would 


_ undertake the Siege of both Places at the 


ſame Time. 


It is ſtill more improbable, that Mr. Byng 


ſhould have any Hand in dictating or wii- 


ting the ſeventh Paragraph: He who had 
been ſo long acquainted with the State of 
the Mediterranean; he who reaped ſuch 


Lawrels in the late War, at the Bombard- 


ment of Genoa, could not but know, that 
Gibraltar was not a common Repoſitory 


for Naval Stores in thoſe Seas; but that 


Port- Mahon was the Place where theſe Con- 
veniencies were generally provided; that there 


the Britiſb Ships of War and Merchant- 
men were wont to retire, when Repaits 
were wanting ; in ſhort, that there was no 


more likelyhood of meeting with what he 


ſo warmly expreſſes his Sorrow for not 


finding at Gibraltar, than for a Fleet of Men 


3 War to expect to be refitted at Harwich. 
In 


470 I 


14 the beginning of the cceeding Parz. ; 
graph, Mr. Byng appears diſcharging the 
Duty of a circumſpect Officer, in his Ap- 
pointment of a proper Perſon to repair the 
Deficiencies at Gibraltar; this Proviſion 
againſt any diſagreeable Accidents that might 
happen, was no more than was conſiſtent 
with the Dictates of Prudence; but how. 
unaccountably, and, indeed, iinprobable, 3 18. 
he immediately, repreſented, as, If inſpired , 
with a Spirit of Prophecy ; ; and, as is before 
obſeryed, tho” _ungertain of the real Strength. 
of the French Nays, anticipating, his Re- 
treat, and poſitivel ly predicting that very ſeon- 
they would be wanted. Having been thus 
complimented with the Gift of Preſcience, it 
is not ſo mudHh te be wondered at, that he 
ſhould; be made to apprebend Gibraltar the 
only Place ⁊vbere tbe Ships could come to reit. 
With reſpect to the Foulneſs of the Ships, 
particularly the Portland and Cheſterfield, 
Mr. Byng was not inſenſible, that they had 
been fer Do Months in the Meatterrantan, 
under an active and vigilant Commander, 
vrho ſeldom choſe to let his Ships remain 
idle, ſo'that there was not much Reaſon to 
expect to find them very clean; and as to 
thoſe that went out with him, len gthened 
as his Voyage was, their F oulneſs 5 not 
proceed from thence; but ſurely if this had 
been deſigned to inſinuate any Negligence 
in thoſe that have the Don of the Navy, 
the 
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(15), 
the more eſpecially foul Ships would have 
been particularly ſpecified, as well as thoſe 
belonging to Mr. Edgecombe's Squadron. 

The gth Paragraph turns upon the Coun- 
cil held by General Fowke, As Copies of 
the Refolutions of that Council have been 
tranfmitted to the Public, as well authenti- 
cated, at leaft, as this Epiſtle, by comparing 
them together, a better Judgment may per- 
haps. be formed of the probable Genuineneſs 
of the latter. But it may not be amiſs to 
read previouſly the Copy of the Orders of 
the Admiralty to Admiral Byng, as they are 
reported to have been produced on the 

Trial of Lieutenant General Fowke. 

/ nt 006 Fee edi 
« F T being his Majefty's Pleafure, that 
« | Lord Robert Berties Regiment do 
© ſerve on board your Fleet, to do Duty 
ec there; and his Majeſty having iſſued Or- 
« ders by the Secretary at War to General 

« Fowke to make a Detachment equal to a 
<< Battallion, from his Garriſon, for the Re- 
« LIE of MINoRCA : Du are 88 conform 
* yourſelf to the ſaid Orders, and to carry 
« that Detachment on board your Fleet, and 
% land them at Minorca, And in cafe, upon 
Conference had with General Blakeney, 
he ſhall think it neceſſary, you fhall then 

land Lord Robert Berti“ s Regiment alſo 
© at Manon, from on board your Fleet.” 
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RESOLUTIONS of the Councit of War, 


PON Account of ihe Lltcration. of 


< Circumſtances, which has ariſen 


e ſince the Dates of the above Letters *, we 
having received undoubted Intelligence - 


* the French Army being actually landed in 


* Minorca, to the Number of from thirteen © 


to fixteen thouſand Men; and a French 
* Fl-et being ſlationed before the Harbour, of 


© fixteen Ships, twelve of which are of great 


40 Force: We are of Opinion, that the ſend- 


ing a Detachment, equal to a Battalion, 


* from hence, will be an ingfecti ve Supply for 


the Relief of the Place, and the diſpoſſeſs- 


« ing the French from the Iſland; and will 


Thea weakening of this Gurion. And 


it appearing to us, to be the Opinion of 
« the Engineer, who is beſt acquainted with 


c the Place, and of ſuch other Officers of this 


« Garriſon who have been at Mahon, that 
the Troops cannot be landed; or, at leaſt 


« without great Difficulty, UNLESS the 
0 


to ſerve on board Mr. Eagecumbe s Ships, 
4 beſides the oY which he left at Mates: 


D 2 L « and. 


* Three 1 from the Secretary at War to Gene- 
ral Fewke, directing him to ſend a Detachment from his 
Garriſon to the Relief of Minorca. 


French Fleet could be diſpoſſeſſed from their 
« Station 3} and Lieutenant General Fowke, 
having already conſented to ſpare 23 5 Men 
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and it appearing to us that the French 
Fleet 1s at leaſt equal, if not ſuperior to the 
* Eꝛgliſo; it is therefore reſolved, that it 
*r is not for his Majeſty's Service to make 
“ ſuch a Detachment; becauſe in Caſe of 

the Engliſb Fleet's meeting with any Diſ- 
grace from the Prench, tis Garriſon will 
© then be weakened, and may be Endan- 
| gered, thro' the want of ch Detach- 
I "ER" 
9 Signed Lieut. Gen. F ge” Stewart, 
2 Effingham, Cornwallis, Lord Robert 
Bertie, Lieut. Col. Colvil, Sc. to the 
| Number of about Ten or Eleven. 4 
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As it can hardly be preſumed, but that 
the Fleet and the Garriſon were ſupplied by 
the ſame Channel with Intelligence, or that 

þ they did not mutually communicate to each 
| other their reſpeQive Informations, Doubts, 
= . and Fears, their Incongruity in ſome Parti- 
h culars ſeems to. ſtrengthen, my Opinion with 
reſpect to the Letters aſcribed to Mr. Byng. 
Not to mention their Diſagreement of a 
E houſand in the Number. of the Enemy 
landed at Minorca; the Deſpair of ſucceed- 
þ . ing in any Attempt to relieve Mabon, ariſes 
j in the Naval Commander from an Appre- 
0 henſion of the Enemies having raiſed Bat- 
teries near the Harbour; in the Land Offi- 
cers becauſe a French Fleet was ſtationed 
before the Harbour; the latter are far from 


_ politively 


621) 
poſitively denying the Practicability of throw- 
ing in Succours, but only ſay it will be at- 
tended with Difficulty, and-evidently imply 
that Aſſiſtance may be given, provided the 
Enemy's Fleet can ve diſpaſſeſſed of their Sta- 
tion. The added Pre ſuppoſition of the 
Engliſh Fleet's Diſgrace, favours ſo much of 
the if of Prognoſtication before attributed 
to Mr. Byng, and is fo ill- natured a Reflection 
upon the Naval Chief, that J chooſe to Paſe 8 
it over for the preſent. 
For theſe and ſome other Reaſons 1 may, 
perhaps, bye-and- bye offer, it is altogether 
ſo incompatible with. my Opinion of Mr. 
_ Byng's extenſive Experience in Maritime A- 
fairs, his proved Courage, and his known 
Conduct; that he could be the Writer or 
Dictator of a Letter ſo full of VUncertalobyi, 
Timidity, and Difftidence, «< 
I could almoſt extend the fame Inca. 
lity to the whole of the next Letter, but 
chat Lam unwilling to betray ſo much po- 
litical Heterodoxy, as to dauht the Truth of 
what is publiſhed in the Gazette: That 
what was St — inſerted I muſt believe, ſee- 
ing it is only called an Extract. But I can- 
not give the ſame Credit to the Paſſages diſ- 
tinguiſhed as ſuch in theſe Pamphlets, that 
they were the Parts really omitted, or that 
they ever belanged to the Admirals Original 
Letter, or that the late Publication of them 
Was enen in We of him. 4 


( 22) 


A Genuine Copy of Admiral Byng's 
| Letter to the Secretary of the Ad- 
miralty. bs | 


The Parts printed in 1talics and Comma's, 
mark the Parts ſaid to be omitted in the 


| GAZETTE. 

j Ramillies, off Minor ca, 
[i $70 25 May, 14 70 

| SIR, x Ons 


HAVE the Pleaſure to defire you will 
1 acquaint their Lordſhips, that having 
ſailed from Gibraltar the 8th, I got off 
Mahon the 19th, having been joined by His 
| Majeſty's Ship Phenix, off Majorca, two Days 
before, by whom TI had confirmed the Intel. 
* ligence I received at Gibraltar, of the 
te Strength of the French Fleet, and of their 
te being off Mahon, His Majeſty's Colours 
&« fill gying at the Caſtle of St. Philip's ; and 
* could perceive ſeveral Bomb Batteries 
at playing upon it from different Parts; 
« French Colours we ſaw flying on the Weſt 
« Part of St. Philip'ss I diſpatched the 
c Phenix, Cheſterfield, and Dolphin a 
« Head, to reconnoitre the Harbour's Mouth, 
* and Captain Hervey, to endeavour to land 
* Letter for General Blakeney, to let him 
i know the Fleet was bere to his Aſiſtance, 


« though 


6233 
« thoughe ber p one was of Opinion, we could 
ce he of no ſe to him, as by all Accounts, no 
« Place was ſecured /r covering a Land- 
« ing, could we have ſpared any People, The 
_« Phonix was alſo to make the private Sig- 
« nal between Captain Harvey and Captain 
« Scrope, as this latter would undoubtedly 
« come off, if it were practicable, having. 
« kept the Dolphin's Barge with him; but the 
« Enemy's Fleet appearing to the South- 
« Faſt, and the Wind at the ſame Time 
« coming ſtrong off the Land, obliged me to 
« call thoſe Ships in, before they could get 
« quite ſo near be Entrance of the Harbour, 
« 25 70 make ure what Batteries or Guns 
e might be placed to prevent our having any 
t Communication with the Cafile.” Falling 
little Wind, it, was Five before I could form 
my Line, or diſtinguiſh any of the Enemy's 
| Motions, and not at all to judge of their Force 
more than by their Numbers, which were 
Seventeen, and Thirteen appeared large. 
They at firſt ood towards us in a regular 
Line, and tacked about Seven, which I 
judged was to endeavour to gain the Wind 
of us in the Night; ſo that being late, I 
| tacked, in order to keep the Weather-Gage 
of them, as well as to make ſure of the 
Land Wind, in the Morning, being very - 
hazy and not above five Leagues off Cape 
Mela, We tacked off towards the Enemy 
at Eleven; and at Day-light had no bent of 
4h Os | them 


t, 


0 240 
them. But ewb Tartans wich the French | 
private Signal being cloſe in with the Rear 
of our Fleet, I ſent the Princefi Eouiſa to 
chaſe one, and made the Signal for the Rear- 
Admiral, who was neareſt the other, to 
ſend Ships to chace her; the Princeſs 
— — Defiance, and Captain, became at 
a great Diſtance, but the Defiance took 
her- 8, which bad two Captains, two Lieu- 
tenants, and One Hundred and Two private 
Soldiers, who were ſent out the Day before 
* with Six Hundred Men on board Tartans to 
| reinforce the French Fleet, on our appear- 
ing then off the Place. The Ppænix, on 
Captain Hervey's Offer, prepared to ſerve as 
a Fire- Ship, but without damaging her as 
a Frigate, till the Signal was made to 
prime, when ſhe' was then tb ſcuttle her 
Decks, every thing elſe being prepared, as 
the Time and Place allowed of: e Ene- 
my now began to appear Fark the Maſt. 
head; I called in the Cruiſers; and when. 
they had joined me, I tacked towards the 
Enemy, and formed the Line a-head; I 
found the French were preparing theirs<to 
Leeward, having anſucceRfally endtavoured 
to weather me: They were Twelve large 
Ships of the Line, and five” Frigates. As 
ſoon as I judged the Rear of our Fleet to 
be the Length of their Van, we tacked all 
together, and immediately made the Signal 
for the Ships that. led, to lead large, 14 
for 
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(25) 
for the Deptfotd to quit the Line, that ours 
might become equal in Number with theirs, 
At Two I made the Signal to engage, as 1 
found it was the ſureſt Method of ordering 
every Ship to cloſe down on the one that fell 
to their Lot. And here I muſt expreſs my 

reat Satisfaction at the very gallant Manner 
in which the Rear-Admiral ſet the Van the 
Example, by inſtantly bearing down on the 
Ships he was to engage with his ſecond, and 
' who occaſioned one of the French Ships to 
begin the Engagement, which they did, by 
raking ours as they went "=; ;-1 bore. 
down on the Ship that lay oppoſite me, and 
began to engage him, after having received 
the Fire for ſome Time in going down. 
The Intrepid, „unkoztunately (in the very 
beginning) had his Fore-top-maſt ſhot away, 
and as that hung on his Fore-ſail and back- 
ed it, he had no Command of his Ship, bis 
Fore. tack and all his Braces being cut at the, 
ſame Time, ſo that he drove on the next 
Ship to him, and obliged that, and the Ships 
a-head of me to throw all aback ; this oblig- 
ed me to do alſo for ſome Minutes to aveid 
their falling on board me, though not be- 
fore we had drove our Adverfary out of the 
Line, who put before the Wind, and had ſe- 
veral Shot fired at him from his own Admiral. 
This not only cauſed the Enemy's Center 
to be unattacked, but left the-Rear-Admj- 
ral's. Diviſion rather uncovered for ſome 
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little Time. 1 ſent and called to the Ships 
a-head of me to make Sail on, and go down 
on the Enemy, and ordered the Cheſter- 
field to lay by the Intrepid, and the Dept- 
ford to ſupply the Intrepid's Place. I found 
the Enemy edged away conſtantly, and as 
they went three Feet to our one, they 
would never permit our cloſing with them, 
but took the Advantage of deſtroying our 
Rigging ; for though I cloſed the Rear- 
Admiral faſt, I found I could not again 
cloſe the Enemy, whoſe Van were fairly 
drove from their Line ; but their Admiral 
Was joining them by bearing away. By this 
Time 'twas paſt Six, and the Enemies Van 
and ours were at too great a Diſtance to en- 
gage; I perceived ſome of their Ships 
ſtretching to the Northward, and I ima- 
gined they were going to form a new Line; 
I made the Signal for the headmoſt Ships 
to tack, and thoſe that led before wich Lar- 
board Tacks, to lead with the Starboard, 
that I might by the firſt, keep (if poſſible). 
the Wind of the Enemy, and by the ſe- 
cond, be between the Rear-Admiral's Divi- 
ſion and the Enemy, as his had ſuffered 
molt, as alſo to cover the Intrepid, which 
J perceived to be in a very bad Condition, 
and whoſe Loſs would very greatly give the 
Ballance againit us, if they had attacked us 


the next Morning as I expected. I brought | 


to about Eight that Night to join the In- 
„„ trepid, 


(27) 
trepid, and to refit our Ships as faſt as poſ- 
ſibſe, and continued ſo all Night. The 
next Morning we ſaw nothing of the Ene- 


my, though we were ſtill lying to; Mahon 


was N. N. W. about ten or eleven Leagues, 
I ſent Cruizers out to look for the Intrepid 


and Cheſterfield, who joined me the next 


Day ; and having, from a State and Con- 


dition of the Squadron brought me in, 


found that the Captain, Intrepid, and De- 
fiance, (which latter has loſt her Captain) 
were much damaged in their Maſts, **fo that 


* they wexe endangered of not being 


** able to ſecure their Maſts properly ac 
Sea; and alſo, that the *quadton in general 


« werevery{ichly,many filed and WOUnded, 
© and no where to put a Third of their Number, 


e, I made an Yolpital even of the Porty 
Gun Ship, which was not eaſy at Sea.” 1 


thought it proper in this Situation, to call a 
Council of War before 1 went again to look 
for the Enemy, 1 defired the Attendance 
of General Stuart, Lord Effingham, and 
Lord Robert Bertie, and Colonel Cornwallis, 

that I might collect their Opinions upon the 
preſent dituation of Minorca and Gibral- 
« tar, and make ſure of protecting the lat- 


ter, fince it was found (practicable 70 


either ſuccour orirelieve the former with the 


„Force we had; /r though we may jujtly 


« claim the Victory, yet we are much inferior 


KN the iverghi of their Ships, tbough the 
ben © 66 Numbers : 
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ee Numbers are equal, and "they have thi 
ce Advantage of | ſending to Minorca their 
c coounded, and getting Reinforcements uf 
ce Seamen from their Tranſports, and Soldiers 
« from their Camp; all which, undoubtedly 
& bas been done in this Time that we have 
ce been laying to to refit, and often in Sight 
© of Minorca ; and their Ships bave more 
ce than once appeared in @ Line from our 
te Maſt- heads. I ſend their Lordfhips the 
«© Reſolution of the Council of War,” in which 
there was not the leaſt Contention or Doubt 
aroſe, „ hope indeed we ſhall find Store; 
5040 refit us at Gibraltar, and if I have any 
e Reinforcement, will not loſe 4 Moment's 
te Time to ſeek the Enemy again, and once 
© more give them Battle, though they have a 
cc 7 Advantage in being clean Ships, that 
te go three Feet to our one, and therefore 
40 I the Choice how they will engage ut, or 
« if they will at all, and will never let 'us 
te cloſe it, as their ſole View 1s the diſabling 
te our Ships, in which they have but too well 
6 ſucceeded, though we obliged them to bear 
p. I do not ſend their Lordſhips tlie 
Particulars of our Loſſes and Damages by 
this, as it would take me much Time, and 
that]. am willing none ſhould beloſt in letting 
them know an Event of ſuch Conſequence. 
* cannot help urging their Lordſhips for a 
* Rernforcement, if none are yet ſailed, on 
0 their Knowledge of zhe Enemy's Strength 
« in 


(29) 
cin theſe Seas, and which, by very good In- 
ee zelligence, will in a few Days be Sreagthancd | 
« by four more large Ships from Toulon, al- 1 
* moſt ready to ſail, if not now ſailed, to 
* 701n theſe.” I diſpatch this to Sir Benjamin 
Keene by way of Barcelona, and am making 
the beſt of my way to © cover” Gibraltar ; 

from which Place I propoſe ſending their 

nA a more ne Account. 


7 am, 


SIR, 
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Nur: nf bumble Bene 


Hon. Joun Cleveland, Eq 8 J. ; B. 


P. So muſt deſire you . aquaint their 
Lordſhips that 1 have appointed Captain 


Hervey 4  4hie Command of the Defiance, 8 1 
in the room of Captain Andrews lain in the I. 


IJ have juſt ſent the Defects 55 the Ships, 
as I have got it made out, whilſt I was clo- 
| ay my Letter,” 


The pretended Ae for Mr. Byng, 
inne that the Excluſion of thoſe Paſ- 
ſages, which they inſiſt were in the Origi- 
nal, was deſigned to prejudice the Admiral; 
ny, Ts 80 ſo ar as to 0 langen, that the | 

* | MIniſtr ; 


* 
[4 


. 
| Miniſtry therein attempted their own Pre- 
ſervation, by Cruelty and Injuſticex . Hard 
Suggeſtions theſe ! but how are they proved? 
it has been already remarked, and I muſt 
beg leave to mention it again, that exalted 
as Mr. Byng's Underſtanding may be, or 
however inflexible his Integrity, from no 
Part of his former Conduct has it ever 
yet appeared, that thoſe in Power had any 
thing to fear either from his Head or Heart. 
But let us for once ſuppoſe theſe Paſſages 
to be genuine, and that they were deſignedly 
admitted; the next Object of Enquiry is, 
whether theſe Omiſſions could be of any 
Uſe to thoſe who are ſo indecently accuſed 
of inhuman Conduct T. „ 
And firſt, could it have injured the Mi- 
niſtry to have expoſed a Commander in 
Chief, upon a moſt important Expedition, 
ſpeaking and acting irreſolute Contradictions? 
To what Purpoſe was the ſending any Ships 
to reconnoitre the Mouth of the Harbour, 
when it was pre determined, even without 
Examination, that no Place was ſecured for 
covering a Landing? Of what Uſe could it 
be to the brave old General to be informed, 
that a Fleet was come to his Aſſiſtance, when 
it had been previouſly refolved, they could 
be of no Uſe to him, nor could ſpare any Peo- 
ple? If Capt. Scroop had come off, where 
was he to come to, when the Ships that were 
tore tt it EA 44+, 41 07 1000 
Appeal to the People, p. 14. | + Ibid, 
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ſent to inſpe& the State of the Harbour, 
were called off, before they came near enough 
to perform the Errand upon which they were 
ſent? One Queſtion more upon this men- 
tous Paſſage; conſidering the Largeneſs of 
the Stake, was it not worth while to run 
ſome Riſque, though there was even no more 
than a Poſſibility, of winning the Game ? 
Conſidered in this Light, and in no other can 
I underſtand it, eſpecially when compared 
with the preceding Letters, does this Paſſage 
reflect any Honour on the Admiral? Or can 
the Omifſion of it be juſtly imputed to any 
ſiniſter Deſign of the Miniſtry ? It may, in- 
_ deed it ought, to mortify the Sponſor in 
behalf of the former's Conduct, for his 
Want of Diſcernment ; and the latter may 
have Reaſon to repent their Acquieſcence to 
that Recommendation... {ho 
The Omiſſion of the Adverb, ungramma- 
tically called, in the Appeal, the Epithet, ux- 
FORTUNATELY, is the next Subject of Com- 
plaint : Take the Appellant's Comment up- = | 
on this Omiſſion, which, according to him, 1 
was. © leſt ſuch a palliating Expreſſion, im- it 
* puting it to Chance, might alleviate the 
* Odium, which ſeems by all poſſible Means 
© deſigned to be thrown on the Admiral.” 
This is perhaps as refined a Conclufion, as 
can be met with in any of the old School-Di- 
vines; what an extreme Degree of Penetra- 
tion, to diſcover a deep-laid Plot againſt his 
e e 


(32) 

Client, has this Advocate found out in a 
fingle Word ? For my Part, with or without 
this Expletive, I never could think that the 
Captain of the Intrepid would ſuffer his 
Fore- top- maſt to be cut down on Purpoſe; 
nor can I conceive that it ever entered into 
the Head of any Body elſe, that Admira 
Byng fired at it himſelf. 

Jou are not unacquainted with my Neigh- 
bour Capt. Oakley; his whole Life has, 
till within a few Years, been ſpent at Sea, 
Soon after Queen Anne's Acceſſion to the 
Throne, he was favoured with the Royal 
Letter, and accompanied Admiral 3 
to the Weſl-Indies, when that brave Com- 
mander fell a Sacrifice to the Cowardice of 
ſome Captains in his Squadron. The old 
Man's Remark upon this Word, may per- 
haps ſerve to divert you. He inſiſts tho! 
the Inſertion or Omiſſion of it is of little 
Conſequence, yet that the Contenders for 
this Inſertion, and the Commentators on 
the Omiſſion, muſt have miſtaken their 
Copy, and that it ſhould be wrote FoRTU- | 
NATELY ; ſeeing Mr. Byng's whole De- 
fence of his Miſcarriage on the 20th of 
May, is ſupported by that fingle Accident. 
The Vindication of Mr. Byng's Under- 
ſtanding as a Writer, as well as of his Con- 
duct as an Admiral, is mentioned as one 
of the profeſſed Motives to the Pamphlets 
E me. But ſurely the next alledged 
Omiſſion 
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Omiſſion contributes as little to the Honour 
of the former, as it ſerves to juſtify the lat- 
ter . Three Ships only are ſaid to have 
been ſo much damaged in their Maſts; and, 
if J am rightly informed, it is not over cuſ- 
tomary for a Fleet to put to Sea, eſpecially 
when an Engagement is expected, without 
ſuitable Proviſions to ſupply any accidental 


Loſſes that might occur; nor have I ever 


heard it pretended, that the Mediterranean 
is the moſt unfavourable Sea to Attempts. of 
this 8 3 1 


With Reſpect to the affirmed Seine 


of the Squadron, it muſt certainly appear to 
us who know no more than by common Re- 
port, and can only Conjecture according to 


the common Courſe of Nature, more than 


a little unaccountable. We were generally 
told, and I have reaſon to believe truly, 


notwithſtanding any thing that may be 
pretended to the contrary, that there never 


was a Fleet ſent from Britain upon any Ex- 
pedition, better furniſhed, in proportion to 


the number of Ships, with Neceflaries of 


all ſorts, and particularly with abler or more 
hearty. Seamen. Indeed the extraordinary 


Tediouſneſs of the Voyage to Gibraltar 


might, in ſome meaſure, contribute to ren- 


der them leſs healthy: But can it be pre- 


ſumed, 


4 So t hat they were endangered of mw Being able to ſecure 
their Maſts properly at Sea. This is ſo far from being good 


Engliſh, that it is hardly common Senſe. 
+ The Captain, Intrepid, and Defiance. 
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ſumed, that ſo diſcreet a Commander would 
encumber his Ships with a Number of 
feeble, uſeleſs Hands, when he left Gi. 
braltar ? When he was going upon an Ex- 


pedition, wherein none but the moſt heal. 


thy and active could be of any ſervice to 
him? Nor is it very probably, that the 
Paſſage from thence to Minorca, though 
uncommonly lengthened, could have ſo ter- 
ribly affected the Sailors. The Author of 


the Appeal aſſerts, there were more than a 


THOUSAND ſick when they returned to 


 Gibraltar* ; to have ſerved his Client, he 
ſhould have told us the State of the Fleet 


before the Engagement ; for, after it, after 


ſuch a Diſappointment, after having ſeen 
their moſt ſtrenuous Endeavours fruſtrated, 
and their Expectations of Triumph defeat- 
ed, by the 
for it 
them the way to Victory, it would not, it 


. I cannot. think of a Name 
—of him who ought to have ſhewn 


could not be wondered at, if every Man on 


board the Fleet, had drooped, Yan gills, 
ſickened, and died. 5 


Much has been urged about the Want of 
an Hoſpital Ship; for what was it wanted ? 
Has it been cuſtomary to ſend their Men from 
on board their reſpective Ships, except for Dif- 


tempers manifeſtly contagious? The Number 


of wounded does not appear to have amounts» 


ed to one hundred and ed ; is it uſual, 


* 1. 4% | cad 


_— 

to remove them from the Care of their ſe- 
veral Surgeons? Are the Medical Gentle- 
men of the Navy, who are pretty nume- 
rous, employed only for the Cure of cut 
Fingers and broken Shins? By the manner 
of Expreſſion, one might be almoſt led to 
ſuppoſe, that an Hoſpital Ship was wanted 
for the #i/led ; did not the ſpeedy Immer- 
fion of their Bodies, without any Diſtinc- 
tion of Rank, diſcountenance ſuch an Opi- 
nion? An Admiral haſtening to Port, might 
haye contrived to afford the Funeral Ho- 
nours of War to his Victim, Capt. Ax- 
DREWS, — Here let me pauſe and drop a 
Tear — for him — that truly brave Officer, 
and the gallant Noer. 5 
With what Colour can it be pretended, 
that the Excluſion of this Paſſage was de- 
figned to injure Mr. Byng ? The Publication 
of it, ſo far from ſerving him, might in- 
deed have hurt him; particularly, by expoſ- 
ing the Infirmities of his Squadron, it might, 
perhaps, have ſubjected him to another un- 
welcome and diſagreeable Viſit from Mon- 
ſieur Galiſſoniere. „ 
The ſucceeding Omiſſion relates to the 
Occaſion of his calling a Council of War. 
Previous to going into a Diſcuſſion of this 
Paſſage, it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that 
an Admiral of a Fleet cannot well be ſup- 
poſed to be ſent upon any Expedition of 

Importance, without expreſs Orders, to be 
B ws 2 more 


S 

more eſpecially attentive to particular Ob- 
jects. Theſe Objects may be various, as it is 
im poſſible, whatever Pains they may take for 
Intelligence, for even the moſt diſcerning 
Miniſtry to penetrate with Certarnty, into all 
the Deſigns of an artful Enemy. For in- 
tance, let us ſuppoſe, that our Miniſters 
were well informed of the Squadron fitting 
out at Toulon; without any Impeachment 
of their Aſſiduity or Underſtanding, they yet 
might be ſome what uncertain of its actual De- 
ſtination: Whether it might not be intended 
to ſlip through the Streigbts, in order to 
convey Succours to their American Colonies; 
whether it might not be deſigned againſt Gi- 
 braltar ; or whether to attack Mahon. The 
prudent Orders in ſuch a Caſe would confine 
the Attention of the Commander in Chief, 
either to intercept the Succours, or to de- 
fend, or relieve the Places threatned or in- 
vaded: There would be no ſort of Incon- 
ſiſtency or Confuſion in ſuch Orders. The 
Commander would indeed be thereby in- 
veſted with a diſcretionary Power to em- 
ploy his Forces, as the ſeveral Emergencies 
more eſpecially required; but ſtill it would 
not leave him at Liberty to deſert the more 
important Object, and the more immediate 
Danger, for the ſake of any one of leſs 
Conſequence, or at a greater Diſtance from 
Igqjury. It is particularly remarked of Sir 
George Byng [afterwards Lord Torringion] 

(Eh | þ VV that 
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that n no Man better obſerved his Ox Dr xs; 
and in this, adds his Biographer *, “ con- 
« ſiſts the Merit of an Admiral, and for 
„ which alone he is anſwerable, and not at 
« all for the Rectitude of thoſe Inſtructions. 
« ]f this be not granted, we muſt ne- 
« yer expect to be well ſerved at Sea; fince 
« the Admiral, who takes upon him to 1a. 
« ferpret his Inſtructions, will never want 
« Excuſes for his Conduct, be it . it 
. 

Upon theſe Principles, let us examine the 
declared Purpoſes of and Reaſons for this 
Council of War. How was it known, 
how was it found to be impracticable 
either to succoux or RELIEVE Minorca? 

Were the Ships ſaid to be employed to en- 
quire into the imagined Dangers, permitted 
to go near enough the Harbour to aſcer- 
tain this Impracticability? After the Engage- 
ment, after a Victory, is it pretended any 
other Attempt was made to get better In- 
telligence? And though diſappointed in his 
firſt Effort, ought not a prudent Comman- 
der, one who really meant to do his Duty, 
to have a made a ſecond Endeavour to get 
a Letter conveyed to General Blakeney, and 
to have informed himſelf of the State of 
the aſſaulted Garriſan? Surely ſomething of 
this ſort might and ought to have been 
dane. Kur boy they, to what Purpoſe 

would 
2 W Britannic · 
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would ſuch an Attempt have been with the 
Force we had? Why did Mr. Byng refuſe 


the Detachment General Fowke is ſaid to 

| have offered him, even notwithſtanding the 
Reſolutions of his Council of War? Upon 
what real Foundation could he venture to 
predetermine, that they would not be want- 
ed, or might not be neceſſary *? 


Whatever other Proviſions might be con- 


tained in Mr. Byng's Inſtructions, thoſe 
| Proviſions had loſt a great part of their 


Weight: Mahon was befieged, and the 
Relief of that important. Fortreſs became 
the only proper Object of his Attention : 


the Pꝛotection of Gibraltar was only a ſe- 
condarp Concern. If we may be e 
to judge by the before quoted Letter from 
the Admiralty to Mr. Byng, of the Nature 
of his Inſtructions with relation to Minorca, 
we may e believe them expreſs 


and 
* 7 rat from the Trial of General F owke, in * Lon- 


don Magazine. Mr. Veſ being ſworn, Lieut. Gen. Fowwke 
addreſſing himſelf to him: * You remember, Sir, that af- 
4 ter the Council was over I came on board the Ramillies, 


« and met Mr. Byng in the State Room, and read to him 
« the Reſolutions of the Council of War, and ſaid, not- 


« withſtancing this, if you think it for his Majeſty's Ser- 


« vice, I will upon my own Authority venture to give you 


„ the Men.” 


Adm. Weſt. * I do not remember that you ſhewed the Mi- 


1 nutes, or that Mr. Byaxg read them; but I do remember 
„ that there was ſomething paſſed on that Head, but I ra- 
'«© ther apprehended it to be looſe Talk than Buſineſs. You 

«© offered to make the Detachment, if he thought it neceſſa- 


ry; and he ſaid, I do not believe it ill be n. or 1 
% go not think it neceſſaty.—.— 


(39) 
and poſitive: Du are, it is there ſaid, 10 
conform yourſelf to the ſaid Orders; — and 
in caſe upon Conference had with General 
BLAKENEY, HE ſhall think it neceſſary, you 
SHALL fben land, &c. *— Under Orders ſo 
plain was it neceſſary or conſiſtent to deli- 
berate on the preſent Situation of Minorca 
and Gibraltar ? or in other Words, to con- 
ſider whether Obedience ſhould be paid to 
thoſe Orders or no ? Surely nothing but the 
moſt convincing Proofs, nothing leſs than 
_ ocular Teſtimony, that every Communica- 
tion with the Garriſon was abſolutely cut 
off, that real, not hypothetical Batteries, - 
and thoſe very formidable, were actually 
erected at the Avenues to the Harbour, and 
that all Acceſs to the Sa/ly-Port, was effec- 
tually intercepted, could juſtify the preci- 
pitate Retreat of the Squadron from a Sta- 
tion, where alone they could expect to be 
uſeful ; and this without endeavouring to 
beſtow a fingle Ray of Hope on their cheer- 
leſs, impriſoned Fellow- Subjects. If Duty 
could not compel, ſurely Compaſſion might 
have inſpired another Attempt to this Pur- 
poſe ; at leaſt ſome Reaſons why it was not 
again attempted (and thoſe Publications do 
not afford the leaſt Appearance of any) is 
due to that Public, to whom theſe Appeals 
are made in ſo extraordinary a Manner. 


e Another 
See above P. 18. SIN | 
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Another remarkable Circumſtance attend- 


ing this Naval Council of War, that ought 
not to be paſſed over unnotieed, is Mr. 
 Byng's Complaiſance to the Opinion of the 


Gentlemen of the Army that were on 
board. It does not appear, that General 
Fowke paid him the ſame Compliment, 
when a Council of a ſimilar nature was held 

at Gibraltur; tho! common Underſtandings 
may incline to think, that the Admiral was 
to the full as much intereſted in the latter, 
as the Land Officers could be in the former. 
What ſeems to add to the Impropriety of 
this Complaiſance, is, that all theſe Gen- 
tlemen had before declared their Senti - 


ments of the Impracticability of throwing 
any Succours into Minorca *;, wherefore 
ſeeing Mr. Byng had not furniſhed them 
' with any Cauſe for changing their firſt Opi- 
nions, there was the greateſt Probability 


to believe they would adhere to them: 
it would even have been abſurd to ſuppoſe 


that they could with any Decency deviate 


from them. Different People do not view the 
ſame Tranſactions through the ſame Optics 
ſome judge leſs fayourably than others; and 
there are Cavillers who make no Seruple of 
aſcribing the ſo much boaſted -Unanimity on 
this Occaſion, to this very Circumſtance. 


Thus ſuch argue; Mr. Byng's Declarations 
and Sade, had clearly manifeſted his 


l Con- 
n 9080 Ibid. p. 19. 
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Concurrence in Opinion with the Gentle- 
men of the Army; and had one half of the 
naval Officers been ever ſo much diſpoſed 
to vote contrary to the other half, they might 
not think it neceſſary to ſubject themſelves to 
the Reſentment of a Commander in Chief 
by Diſſent, which muſt have been ren- 
dered unavailing by the Acceſſion of thoſe 
Gentlemen's Voices. They that make Uſe 
of this Argument, do not intend, and deſire 
it may not be underitood, as the moſt diſ- 
tint Refledion on the Military, ſeeing the 
Enquiry into the Practicability of making a 
Landing depended ſolely on. the Directions of 
the Admiral. 
Proceed we to the 8 of this 
Omiſſion, which contains what may be 
conſidered as Mr. Byng's Apology, for not 
purſuing or improving his Victory; a Vic- 
tory in which, as is here confeſſed, the 
Conquerors got the worſt, and the van- 

quiſhed remained ſuperior; iſt, by the Weight 


vantages they derived from the Poſſeſſion 
cf Minorca, from their Tranſports and their 
Camp. The former of theſe is much la- 
boured, and great Streſs is laid upon it. It 
is by no means a new Diſcovery, that the 


is uſual in our Ships, Britiſb Seamen are 


not accuſtomed to be as careful in weighing 
8 „ an 


J. 


* See above p. 27. 


/ their Sbips &, and, ſecondly, by the Ad- 


French generally carry heavier Metal, than 


an Enemy's Ball, as their own Beef; nor 


Conſideration to decline attacking a Ship of 


that with this ſuperior Weight of Metal, 
either in general Engagements, or even 


ment on the 2oth of May, could we wiſh 


from only that Part of ours that were per- 
mitted to engage ige? 


is accounted for? Firſt, ſays the Appel- 
lant *, the Pounds of Ie being hea- 


they call a thirty-fix Pounder, is almoſt 
reduced to the Engliſh Standard; Ano- 
ther Reaſon was, 570 to inereaſe the 


Force of each Ship at Toulon, Cannon 


*« board Ships of ſuch Rates, to make them 


(42) 
has that ever yet been thought a ſufficient 
an equal Number of Guns. This mathe 
matical Reaſoning may look very pretty on 
Paper, but is it confirmed by Experience, 
the French have mote frequently prevailed ; 
Ship to Ship? Nay, in the very Engage- 
a ſtronger Inſtance of the little Avail of 


this amplified Superiority, when the whole 
Fleet of the Enemy were glad to retreat 


But let us fee how their ſuperior Weight | 
& vier than thoſe in England, a Shot which 


cc equal | to a forty-two Pound Shot Engliſh; 
« and in the above Lifts +, the Weights are 


« were put much heavier than uſual on 


te as much ſuperior as poſlible to the Eng- 


« /iſh.in the Day of Battle; apprehending 


of, no e from this increaſed Weight, 
| . as 1 


e „ m g 20 25. 


3 FFT 3 


£4 


1 Has and ſmooth Mater. 
But would it be amiſs to aſk this aſſu- 


ming Writer, from whence he takes the 
Weight of the Freneb Pounds, upon which 
he grounds his peremptory Aſſertions: The 


French Pound is unequal in different Cities 
and Provinces; but I dare inſiſt, that in none 


is there near the Diſproportion with that of 


England, as is here repreſented. The Paris 
Pound, than which there is none heavier, 


(except what is called at Rouen, the Vicomte 
Weight, which is only uſed in that City, 


and for particular Purpoſes) exceeds the 
Engliſh, by about an Eleventh; or, accord- 


ing to M. Ricard's * Computation, 1091b. 


Engliſh Averdupoiſe Weight, is equal to 
100 lb. Paris; according to which Propot- 


tion, a thirty-ſix Founder, French, will not 
exceed a thirty- nine Pounder, Engliſh: Some 
Difference between this and FoRTVY-TWo. 

Will our Author be better pleaſed with re- 


curring to the Pounds uſed in Marſcilles, 
Toulon, and all Prove .-e? But in this Caſe, 
his Arithmetic will appear in a more un- 


lucky Point of View: 109 lb. Engliſb is 


equal to 1233 b. of Provence ; nor does it 
require more than a moderate Skill in Fi- 


gutes to prove, that, in this Proportion, the 


_ Superiority of Weight will be ſo much in 
our Fayour, that a thirty two ' Pounder, 
8 | Englijh, 


WY 


* Traite 4 Commerce, 17 22. 


« as the Navigation was ſhort, in Summer - 
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Engliſb, will be adequate to A thirty AA 
Pounder, French, 
However, let us admit that if this fu- 
rious Declaimer was guided by any certain 
Rule, he meant the Standard of Paris; let 
him make all the juſt Adyantages he can 
of it; but no more ought to be allowed 
him. Is not this Fxaggeration ſuch an In- 
ſtance of Difingenuity, as ought to impeach 
his Credit as to every thing elſe he has aſ- 
ſerted, with all Men of common Senſe, or 
common Honeſty ? May we not believe, 
that in the Liſis he refers to, he has as much 
diminiſhed the real Strength of the Engliſh 
Squadron, as he has hyperbolically enlarged 
that of the French? Who can hereafter be- 
lieve, againſt Probability, his Account of 
more than. a THOUSAND ſick? In ſhort, 
who, that has any Regard to Truth, can be 
longer deluded by the flimſy Sophiſtry of 
ſuch a Writer? 
Whether Ignorance or Malice had the 
greateſt Share in dictating theſe E xaggera- 
tions, is not for me to determine ; but the 
Deductions from them, Deductions too in- 
jurious to Britiſh Courage to be counte- 
nanced by any Well-wiſher to his Country, 
ought to be rejected with the Contempt 
they deſerve. What muſt become of our 
valued maritime Strength, could our Seamen 
be influenced to believe that they ought not 
to venture. an Engagement with a French 


Fleet 


(45) 

Fleet, unleſs with a Superiority of four 
Ships: to three? Had ſuch puſilanimous 
Maxims prevailed with our Anceſtors, it is 
much to be feared, that we ſhould neyer 
have been able to boaſt of the Victories of 
a Drake, a Ruſſel, or a Torrington. To 
the happy Intrepidity of Britiſb Sailors, it 
was principally owing, that Gibraltar and 
Minorca became ours; and there is the 
greateſt Reaſon to believe, that had they 
been all equally permitted to exert that 
glorious Spirit, which 1s their true Charac- 
teriſtic, on that never to be forgotten 20th 
of May, Minorca had {till remained ſubject 
to Great-Britain. JI 15 pores - 
But fay they, Cannon much heavier than 
| uſual were put on board to ſerve this particu- 
lar Occaſion : It may be ſo; the public Pa- 

pers, about that Time, reported that the 
French were ſo much in Want of Guns for 
their Fleet, that they were forced to ſtrip ſome 
of their Fortreſſes to ſupply it: whence it 
may be preſumed, that it was Neceſſity, not 
Choice, that directed this Expedient; nor 
was it amiſs for them, who moſt probably 


never intended to come to a cloſe Engage- = 


ment, could it be avoided. It is in diſtant 
Cannonading, principally, that the ſuperior 
Weight of Metal has the greateſt Advan- 
tage; but when two Fleets actually engage 
_ Cloſely, able Seamen take Notice, that theſe 
very large heavy Guns have alſo their Diſad- 


. vantages ; 


DE tab 


Lantages; articulacly in requiring a gleitet 
Number of Men to manage them; that at 
beſt, and with all the Pains they can take, 
their Firings muſt be ſlower, than from ſuch 
as are more handy; and that the more fre- 
quently repeated Diſcharges, 2 
for the Inferiority of Weight. Buͤt, t 
have done with an Allegation, that, in Re 
ality, ſerves rather to ſhew to what Shifts 
our Enemy was put to make this great, 
this unfortunately ſucceſsful, Effort; ſhall 
only add, that even this Appellant, this 
pretended Advocate for Mr, Byng, is pleaſed 
to allow, that they would not have run. the 
Hazard of carrying this uncommon Weight 
of Metal, but that it was to be employed 
in only Summer- Seas and ſmooth Water : Can 
there be a ſtronger Exception to the al- 
ledged Difficulties of refitting in ſo favour- 
able Circumſtances? 

The Advantages of putting their wounded 
on Shore; and of procuring Reinforce- 
ments from their Tranſports and Camp, 
were the immediate Conſequences of the 
Incompleteneſs of this arrogated Victory; 
and which they muſt have been totally 

" deprived of, had it been more perfect: 

Wherefore, if Mr. Byng' s particular Con- 
duct had any Share in checking the Ar- 
dqur, or diſappointing the Efforts of other 
Officers in the Squadron, this Omiſſion is 

1 far from ſpeaking 1 in his Favour, that in 
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Reality it ſeryes only to place the fatal Eg. 
fects of that Puſillanimity, with which, it 
ſeems, he is charged, in a more glaring, and, 
at the ſame Time, in a more offenſive Light. 

But are not theſe alleged Advantages on 
the Side of the Enemy ſomewhat over- 
rated | ? Foreign Accounts generally agreed 
in this; that the French were greatly diſ- 
trefled for Seamen to furniſh this very Fleet; 
and that they were obliged to- hire from the | 
Genoeſe ; who, tho' tolerable Sailors, have 
not, of late Years, been eſteemed the beſt 
naval Warriors. If alſo it be remembered, 
that there were, at that Time, between 
Eight and Nine Thouſand of their moſt. 
able Seamen Priſoners in England, it does 
nat require an extraordinary Stretch of 
Faith to believe thoſe Accounts true. It 
further appears even by this Letter, that 
M. Gali ſſonere thought it neceſſary to apply 
for a Detachment of Soldiers from the 
E Camp, and can it well be believed, that he 
had not already likewiſe ſtrengthened his 
Fleet for the Day of Battle, with all the 
Men that could poſſibly be ſpared from his 
Two Hundred Tranſports; There appears 
to me no Improbability in this Conjecture ;_ 
What further Recruits then could reaſonably 
be expected from a Source that had Fi- | 
ouſly been drained ? | 

I intended here to have taken leave of 
this Paſſage, had not the Commentator | 


Ch 
upon it offered a Suggeſtion ſo unnatu- 
ral and wicked, that ſcarce any Head 
could have coniceived : it, unleſs. accom- 
panied with a Heart capable of comply. 
ing with the Corruption it- infinuates a- 
gainſt others. Can it be accounted 
for, (ſays this. pretended Apologiſt for 
«© Mr. 2 that La Galiſſoniere deſiſted 
from purſuing an Advantage he had ſo 
apparently obtained: unleſs it was by 
way of Return to thoſe of the Admi- 
« ralty, who ſent out a Fleet ſo unable to 
«diſturb him in covering the Siege of St. 
&« Philip's * ?”-—— Not to dwell upon the 
Inconſiſtency of allowing the French Admi- 
ral to have got the Advantage, after a thrice 
claimed Victory; it is to be accounted. for 
upon Principles obvious even to the meaneſt 
Capacity. Galiſſoniere's immediate Object 
was to cover the Siege of Minorca; it was 
not his Buſineſs to provoke an Engagement, 
jf it could be avoided ; and having once ex- 
perienced of how little Avail his ſuperior 
Force of Men and Guns were againſt only 
half the Britiſh Fleet, it would have been 
the higheſt Imprudence i in him to have ven- 
| tured a ſecond, The deſtroying or diſ- 
abling his Fleet, would have render him 
incapable of protecting his Tranſports, or 
ek Mia the Beſiege ss; ; and bad we been 
left Maſters of the Sea, it would have been 


- evidently | 


* 


A 
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evidently in our Power to have effectually 
intercepted Provifions, Ammunition, in 
ſhort, every thing neceſſary for their Pur- 
poſe or Support. Nor was he ſo ignorant 
of human Nature but that he knew, how- 
ever tenderly he had been treated before, 
yet it might be dangerous to tempt that 
Complaiſance too far; for nothing is more 
certain, than that even Cowards, made 
deſperate, have been known to fight brave- 
ly; and ſometimes with Succeſs, 3 
With reſpect to the next Omiſſion, it 
may be aſked, what probable Reaſons of 
Hope Mr. Byng could entertain of finding 
Stores at Gibraltar, on his Return, unleſs 
he had predetermined to make the Voyage 
thither as long as it really proved? We 
are indeed here preſented with a moſt valo- 
rous Bounce of what he would do, if re- 
inforced ; but the ſucceeding Amplification 
of the Advantages of the Enemy, whereby 
he, in a manner, ſeems to preclude the Pro- 
bability of Succeſs, has ſo much the Ap- 
pearance of his being liable to another ner- 
vous Fit, as the Doctors call it, - that it 
might reaſonably diminiſh our Confidence 
of his future Behaviour : Nor could the 
Concealment of the Paſſage, be any way 
injurious to the Admiral's Reputation. 
His repeated Requeſt for a Reinforce- 
ment, under the Circumſtances mentioned 
in the ſubſequent Omiſſion, was both rea- 
. ſonables 


| (o ho Ag 
ſonable and prudent; but can it, B any 
Colour of Juſtice, be pretended, that we 
Inſertion of this Paſſage would have leſ. 
ſened the Prejudices conceived againſt Mr, 
Byng, or would have reflected any particu- 
lar Diſgrace on thoſe in Power. On the 
contrary, it rather ſerves to ſhew the Mini- 
ſtry (for whom I am no Advocate) were 
not ſo ill informed as is inſinuated in theſe 
Pamphlets; ſeeing an ample Reinforcement 
was ſent, and had arrived at the Place of its 
Deſtination, before even the 1 15 Mr. 
Byng's Letter. © 
The 'Omiffion | of he Word COVER 

makes the laſt, but not leaſt; Part of the Ac- 
cuſation againſt the Publiſher of this Epiſtle 
in the Gazette; but ſurely the Complaint 
has very little Foundation. Whether this 
Word was or was not in the Original, whe- | 
ther it was omitted by Accident or Deſign, 
it makes very little in the Admiral's Fa- 
vour. Whatever other conditional Services 
might be mentioned in his Orders, the 
Relief of Minorca was the only immediate 
Concern that Mr, Byng ought to have at- 
tended to at that: Juncture. The-/protrad 
ing, or raiſing the Siege of St. Phulip's was 

the moſt effectual means of coy E'RING 

| Gibraltar, 
But ſince Gibraltar. was adjudged, in ſo 
much Danger, and the covering that really 
important F ortreſs, an immediately fe 
ary 


(i) 
fary Object of Attention; was not, under 
thoſe Circumſtances, Expidition' the One 
Thing moſt needful? Yet we find, at leaſt, 
ſix and twenty Days er mpleyed in the Re- 
turn of the Fleet ther: To whatever 
Cauſe ſo unuſual a ProtraRion of the Voyage 
was owing, the length of it was certainly 
very unfortunate, ſeeing it deprived. Mr. 
Byng of the Opportunity of evincing the 
Sincerity of his Profeſſions, and the Glory 
of once more giving Battle to the Enemy, 
which undoubtedly he would have been well 
enabled to do, had he arrived at Gibraltar 
but ten Days before the Reinforcement un- 
der Mr. Broderick. The Addition of five 
capital Ships * would bave fully compen- 
ſated for the three diſabled ones, and the 
Deficiency of Men might have been ſup- 
plied from the Ships left behind to be re- 
| paired, This I fay is a natural Conjecture ; 
for it is not to be ſuppoſed, the Admiral 
would have waited for the refitting his da- 
maged Ships, after having received ſuch an 
additional Force as \manifeſtly ne bim A 
Su periority over the Enemy: 
One of theſe Pamphlets . aſcribes « a third 
Letter to Mr. Byng upon his being ſuper- 
ſeded; which Letter the Author of the 
Panpblet would” haye conſidered as a pre- 
| ug Hz fumptive 
dr 2157. 2 a 5 * 
| T A Letter to a une of Parliament. 
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bab on cn 5 
ſumptive Proof of his Innocence. It is in. 
deed wrote in the Language of Reſent - 
ment, but not of Courage; nor can J per- 
ſuade myſelf, either that the Admiral dic- 
tated, or that any of his real Friends would 
have publiſhed the Thraſonical Boaſt of his 
having ſought, met, attacked and beat the 
Enemy, when no ane good Effect is acknow- 
ledged to have been derived from this arro- 
gated Victory: Nay, another of his pretended 
Advocates modeſtly enough admits, - that 
« As to the Victory, it ſignifies not much 
«* who claims it“ 8 
Commentators you know, do not always 
agree; and if we, in this Part of the World. 
look upon theſe Letters as ſpurious, and the 
alledged Omiſſions as inſidious Interpola- 
tions, we have an equal right to Freedom 
of judgment with thoſe who conſider them 
in a different Light. The good Opinion we 
have always entertained of Mr. Byng's Un- 
derſtanding, Capacity, and Courage, not 
only render them to us ſuſpected, but even 
inconſiſtent with thoſe Qualifications, of 
which we haye hithertg held him poſſeſſed. : 
You are ſenſible we Tradeſmen have nat 
much Leiſure-time to devote to writing, 
except in what concerns our Buſineſs ; and 
here I ſhopld have cloſed your Trouble and 
mine, had you not ſent me another Pam- 
phlet * manifeſtly deſigned upon the ſame 
OE Tn ĩͤ ͤ  O_s 
Some further Particulars in Relation to Admiral Hyg. 
em Original Papers, Se. Wk | 
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Plan, and calculated to ſerve the fame Pur- 


poſes as the two former ; nor does it appear 
to us leſs trifling, or leſs inſidious. The 


few Remarks I have to offer upon it, will 


not detain you long ; as I ſhall confine my- 


ſelf chiefly to thoſe Parts that either are, I 


muſt think malevolently, imputed to Mr. 
Byng, or in which he is repreſented a prin- 
cipal Actor. Theſe are the Copy of a Let- 
ter intended for General Blakeney, and the 
Copy of the Minutes of the Council of 
War, held on board the Ramillies, May 24, 
Foot Of TTY 06109 O0ReRgs. 
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__ 


1 ? 4 20 Ranillies of Miner ca, May 19, 1756. 


„é Send you this by Captain Hervey of 


1 his Majeſty's Ship Phenix, who his 


— 
4 d 


my Orders to convey 


'N 
* 


A 


© which he received at Leghorn. 


I am extremely concerned to find that 


Captain Edgcumbe has been obliged to re- 


NN 


Command, and that the French are land- 
ed, and Sr, Philip's Caftle is inveſted ; as 
I flatter myſelf had I fortunately been 

more timely in the Mediterranean, that I 


land of Minorca. 


ble, together with the incloſed Packet, 


* tire to Gibraltar with the Ships under his 


ſhould have been able to have prevented I 
the Enemy's getting a footing on the 
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25 
_ 
_ 
been ordered by the Lords Commiſſioners 
« of the Admiralty. on. board of other Ships 


:*© at, Porzſmouth, to make room for them, 


ec 


1 
ce 
or 
«7 
4 
e and ſhall aſſiſt you to diſtreſs the Ene- 
. cc 


ec 


moſt of my Power. 


(54) 
I am to acquaint you that General 


Stuart, Lord E ingbam and Colonel 


ec Cornwallis, with about thirty Officers, and 
| ſome Recruits belonging to the different 


Regiments now, in Garriſon with you, are 


on board the Ships of the Squadron, and 
ſhall be glad to know by the Return of 
the Officer, what Place you will think 
proper to have. them landed at. 


. © The Royal Re 14 of Englih Fuzi- 
0c liers, commande 


by Lord Robert Bertie, 


islikewiſe on board the Squadron, deſtined, 


$ + w# _- © 4 


agreeable to my Orders, to ſerve on 
Board the Fleet in the Mediterranean, 
unleſs it ſhould be thought neceſſary upon 


Conſultation with you o land the Regi- 
ment for the Defence of Minorca; but 


J muſt alſo inform you, ſhould the Fuzi- 
liers be landed, as they are Part of the 


Ships Compliments, the Marines having 


that it will diſable the Squadron from ad 


ing againſt that of the Enemy, which I. 
am, informed is cruiſing off the Iſland ; 
however, 1 ſhall gladly embrace every 


Opportunity of promoting his Majeſty's 
Service in the moſt effectual Manner, 


my, and defeat their Deſigns to the ut- 


1 Pleaſe 


(5) 


0e « Pleaſe to favour me with Information 
ce how I can be moſt effectual of Service to 


cc you, and the Garriſon 3 and believe me 


« to be, with great Truth and Eſteem, 
yg 
Tour moſt Obedient | 
| Hum ble Servant, 

r Mga + 1 © 
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the foregoing, and ſome in the firſt Letter 
to the Admiralty aſcribed to Mr. Byng, 


may indeed ſerve as an Indication that the 
ſame Head dictated, and that perhaps the 


ſame Pen, wrote both ; but after having, 
as I apprehend, ſufficiently expoſed the In- 


congruity of ſuppoling our Admiral to have 


had any Concern in the former, by a Pa- 


rity of Reaſoning, it appears to me, that 
he ought to ſtand. exculpated of having 


any 99 — to do in the latter. 


The Agreement between the ſecond pa- 


ragraph of that to General Blakeney, and 


the fecond and fourth- to the Lords of 


the Admiralty “, is more particularly con- 


ſpicuous; 2 Circumſtance, or rather a Sup- 


: poſition, before "y_=_ over, the repeated 
| En- 


© Yoo above Ca Me: 


F Minorca, 


(56) 
Enforcement of which ſeems to make it de- 
ſerving ſome notice : Mr. Byng is repreſent- 


ed expreſſing great Concern at not having ar- 
'rived ſooner, and made to ſay, that if he had, 


he ſhould have been able to have prevented 
the Enemy's getting a footing on the Iſland 
But upon what good Foun. 
dation could he flatter himſelf with theſe 
Hopes; the Garriſon of Gibraltar would 
have been no ſtronger, nor would it have 
been more prudent in them to have parted 
with any Troops, while the Deſtination of 
the French Embarkation was uncertain, than 
when it was actually determined; where- 


by they were expoſed. to leſs immediate 


Danger. The French Squadron would not 
have been at all ſtronger, nor their Weight 


of Metal an'Ounce leſs; the Britiſh" not 
in the leaſt more powerful, nor the Men 
more hearty : and had they met, and the 


Event of an Engagement been the ſame 


as on the 2th of May; and the like Re- 
ſolutions taken in Conſequence of that E- 
vent; what could have hindered the Ene- 
my from landing their Men? Nay, they 


would have the further Advantage of be- 


ing aſſured that, at leaſt for ſome time, 


they ſhould meet with no Obſtruction from 
- Britiſh Fleet, which according to all Ac- 


counts they did not Mink of with a little 


Terror. 
88 This 


(57) 


This After Diſcernment cannot be called 
the Language of Reſolution; it rather 
ſpoke a premature Limidity quite inconſiſt- 
ent with the Character of Mr. Byng, who 
certainly would never have ſent a tacit Im- 
plication of Deſpair. to a beſieged Garriſon, 


that ought to haye bcen ſupported and ani- 
mated with the moſt encouraging Hopes, and 


the moſt flattering Proſpect of ſpeedy and 
effectual Relief. If ſuch a Letter was really 
intended for the General, perhaps the Mir. 
| hap of its not being delivered was rather 


fortunate, for in its endency it might, if. 


any thing could have done it, have con- 
tibuted, to diſpirit the brave Officers that 


defended the aſſailed Caſtle, and might 


have haſtened or facilitated the Surrender 


of it; however, it would have been ſome 
Satisfaction to have known, whether the 
Ship that was charged with this Meſſage, 
was ever near enough to Sf, Philip, for 


the Beſieged to diſcern private Signals. 
of War aſſembled and held on 


Counci 


« board his Majeſty's Ship the RAMII- 
„ LIES, at Se on N the 24th o 


e 5 e . 


* Further Particulars, p. 39. ſeq. 


1 PEG to the Reſolutions of the 
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Pp R E S E N T. 


Tbe Hon. Jo nN Byns, Eſq; Admir 


of the Blue. 
Major General Stuart Capt. Philip Durell 


Capt. Henry Ward Caſt Jones Young 


Hon. Edw. Cornwallis Capt. Fred. Cornwall! 
Capt. Cha. Catford Capt. William Parry 
Hon. Geo. Edg cumbe Capt. Arth. Gardiner 


Capt. John Abus Hon. Augs. Jo. Hervey 


Rt. Hon. Earl of Ef- Capt. Vi 527 Thy 
fingham Rt. Ak Lord wa 


Temple Weſt, Eſq; Rear Bertie. 


Ad. of the Red 
Having read to the Gonna of War the 


Opinion of the Engineers, in Regard 
to throwing in Succours in the Caſtle of 
St. Philips, the Reſult of a Council of 
War held by General, Fowke at Gibraltar, 
with 4 N to embar king a Detachment 
on board the Fleet; likewiſe Admiral Byng's 
Inſtructions for his Proceedings in the Me. 

diterranean; likewiſe the Order with Re- 


gard to the Diſpoſal of the Regiment of 
Fuziliers, commanded by the Right Ho- 


nourable Lord Robert Bertie, and the De- 


fects of the Ships which received Damage 


in the Action with the French Squadron, 
the 23th Inſtant; as alſo having laid be- 
fore the Council the State of the ſick 
and wounded Men on Board the Ships of 
the Fleet, propos'd to the Council the fol- 


W Queſtions, VIZ, 
I 


( 59) 

1. Whether an Attack upon the e | 
Fleet, gives any ProſpeR of relieving 
Minorca? 

Unanimouſly reſolued that it would not. 

2. Whether, if there was no French 
Fleet cruiſing off Minorca; the Eng- 
liſh Fleet could raiſe the Siege? 

Unanimouſly of Opinion that the Fleet 
r 25 
3. e Gibraltar would not be in 
r, by any Accident that might 
begeht f. Fleet? 
Unanimouſly agreed that it would be in 
Danger. 

4: Whether an Attack with our Fleet 
in the preſent State of it upon that of 

the French, will not endanger the 
_ - Safety of Gibraltar, and expoſe the 
Trade of the Medi W to. great 
e 

Unanimouſly agreed that is would, 

5. Whether it is not moſt for his Ma- 
jeſty s Service that the Fleet ſhould 
immediately proceed for Gibraltan? 

We are unanimouſly of Opinion, that the Fleet 

Huld immediate proceed for, Gibraltar. 
Signed by all preſent. 
Reſerving to myſelf ſome Doubts with 
Reſpect to the Authenticity of theſe Reſo- 
lutions, the following are the Remarks on 


them that immediately occurred; you lee 


they were obtained in owe, ara of _ 


7. 


( bo . 

tain Interrogatories put to the reſpeQive 
Members, nor will it be, 1 apprehend, a 
very forced Suggeſtion. to imagine. theſe 
Interrogatories to have been planned by 
the Commander in Chief. The Poſfibility 
of diſpoſing a Queſtion in ſuch a manner, 
as to almoſt enſure a wiſhed-for Anſwer, 
is well known, and hath been often 
ſucceſsfu! ly experienced. For Inſtance, the 
producing the Opinion of the Engineers 
at Gibraltar, in regard to throwing in 
Succours into the Caſtle of Sf. Philips, was 
undoubtedly intended to aſſiſt or influence 
the Judgment of the Gentlemen Who com- 
pr the Council of War. As it can hard- 
ly be imagined, that theſe Engineers in- 
terpoſcd their Sentiments in this Reſpect, un- 
aſked; it may not be an unlikely Suggeſtion, 
(and er ſome indeed make no Scruple 
of ſaying to be true) that the Opinion pro- 
duced on this Occaſion, was no other than 
a Replication to a Queſtion put to them; 
which Queſtion, becauſe we will not a1 
ſert, let us only imagine to be to the 
following Effect. If the Enemy has 
raiſed Batteries an the Side of Cape Mola, 
and bave poſſeſſed themſelves of Marlborough 
and Charles Forts (which there is no doubt 
but they would immediately on their Ar- 
rival) is it poſſible to land any Men at. the 
Sally-Port? In this Cafe; the Reſpondents 
were Procinged any Erquiry into the Pro- 
bability 


(er) 


bability of the Enemy's having actuallß 
taken theſe imagined Advantages, and be- 
ing thus reduced to the Neceſſity of ad- 
mitting the Premiſes real, could not avoid 
replying, that it was impoſſible. This State 
of the Queſtion pointed the requiſite, and 
only poſſible Anſwer ; had the former been 
lefs circumſcribed, the latter might have 


been leſs decifive, tho perhaps not alto- 


gether ſo agreeable to the particular Inten- 


tions of the Interrogators. 


In the ſame Light, let us take a View of 
the Propriety of the Interrogatories propoſed 

at this naval Council of War. If any Credit 
is due to the Publications you have been 
pleaſed to refer to me, it is pretty evident, 
from what has gone before, that the Relief 


of Minorca was deſpaired of, even before 
any Attempt was made for that Purpoſe; 
that prior to the Departure of the Fleet, the 


Neceſſity of its Return thither was predicted; 
and that, with ſome Individuals, Deſpon- 
dency ſeems to have uſurped the Place of 
Courage previous to the ſubſequent Eu- 


gagement. 5 3 | 
A very little Reflection will evince the 


Confonance of the Queſtions offered for the 


Deliberation of the Council, to the foregoing 
Principles; and that the Replies were neceſa 
ſary Conſequences of the Form of the Queſ- 
tions, — Thus with reſpec to the fir/# In- 


terrogatory, it muſt be admitted, that a 


1 


662) 

mere attacking the French Fleet, would 
afford very little Proſpect of relieving Mi- 
norca; but had it been aſked, whether a 
more complete Mictorp over the Enemy's 
Ships, than that of the 20th of May, would 
not have anſwered that Purpoſe? the Reply 
would ſcarce have been in the Negative. 
The Probability. of ſucceeding in a ſecond 
Attack was a ſubſequent Conſideration. 
So in Regard to the ſecond, it was never 
ſuppoſed, that our Fleet was merely by its 
own Operations able to raiſe the Siege ; but 
had the Queſtion been ſtated, Whether if 
there was no, or only ap inferior, French 
Fleet cruizing off Minorca, the Engliſh 
Fleet would not have contributed to the Re- 
lief of the Beſieged, and the Annoyance of 
the Beſiegers? ſurely the Anſwer, muſt have 
been in the Affirmative ; for nothing is more 
clear, than that if our Fleet could have 
commanded a Superiority at Sea, the French 
muſt have of themſelves been obliged to 
abandan their Undertaking ; ſeeing it muſt 
 alyays have been in our power, under that 
Circumſtance, to have intercepted all Sup- 
plies of Cannon, Ammunition, and Provi- 
ſions, whereby they would have been te- 
duced to the e Fete, ſtarving, or of 
making. much fooner that Effort which only 
Deſpair. inſpired, and. which a leſs fatigued 
Garriſon would probably have rendered abor- 
tive. Even the Enemy hath gs 
. e 
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that the Report of a more powerful Fleet, 
and Another 'Commander, ſpirited them to 
the hazardous Attempt, which, unhappily 
for Britain, was attended with Succeſs, 
almoſt beyond the Expectation of the En- 
terpriſers. 

The three ſucceeding Interrogatives brave 
all one Tendency, which is, to aſſign ſome 
plauſible Reaſons for returning to Gibral- 


tar; but had it been remembered, that 


even in the Infancy of Britain's being poſ- 
ſeſſed of that Fortreſs, in the Year | 1705, 


when it was not near ſo ſtrongly fortified 


as it has been fince, a Garriſon conſiſting 
of only 1200 Men, were able to defend 
it for the Space of fix Weeks, againſt the 
combined Land and Naval Force of France 
and Spain, till relieved by a Reet only, 


ſurely thefe dreadful Apprehenſions for 
he Bafety of Gibraltar would have been 
in- a great Meaſure diffipated. However, | 


the 


theſe Reſolutions were no more than a 
neceſſary Conſequence of the two former, 
ſeeing it would indeed have been very 


idle to have continued the Fleet before a 


Place, after having reſolved, it could be 'of 
no ſort of Service there 

The particular Unhappineſs that attend- 
ed the extraordinary Length of the Paſſage 
back to Gibraltar, has been already taken 


notice of. The laſt of theſe Pamphlets 


aſcribes the Retardation of the Voyage to 
contrary Winds, crippled Ships, and more 
elpecally 
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4 pecially, the Intrepid being obliged to be 
taken in Tow. When we reflect on the 
Occaſion of the Intrepid's being more re- 


markably diſabled than any other Ship, one 
would have thought a real Advocate for Mr. 
Byng, would have omitted this laſt Circum- 


ſtance; and if it be recollected, that cont? ary 


Winds and Calms protracted the Admiral's 


Voyage to Gibraltar, that variable Winds, 
often interrupted by Calms F, contributed to 
retard his Arrival off Minorca, and laſtly, 


that contrary Winds impeded for fo long a 


'Time his Return to Gibraltar, a Part of the 


Virulence exprefſed in theſe declamatory 
Pamphlets, might have been, with equal 


| Reaſon, turned againſt Providence, for hav- 
ing entered into a Conſpiracy with de⸗ 


ſigning Miniſters to deſtroy the Repu 


tion of a once Famous Admiral. 


Jo conclude, and I dare believe we both 


think it high Time, a fincere Apologiſt for 
Mr. Byng would have effectually proved, 
that he was not chargeable, in any Part of 
the Expedition, with affected or unneceſſary 


'Delap; 


that he had poſitive Conviction of 
the — poſſibility of having or making any 


communication with the Beſieged; that 
in the Day of Battle, he had truly and duly 


exerted his whole Strength ; and, laſtly, 1 
that however unequal his Force was to that of Bf 


On Enemy, he had made every good Uſe 


of £ 
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. 
of it, and had neglected no Opportunity in 
his Power either to reliebe the Beſieged, or 
znnop the Aſſailants. In theſe Particulars 
conſiſted the public Accuſation againſt him; 
whateyer Offences others may be guilty of, 
the Offenders muſt reſpectively anſwer for; 
ll withed for by the Friends of Mr. Byng 
was, to have ſeen him exculpated of the 
Negligence, or ſomething worſe, laid to his 
Charge. This we eagerly expected from 
thoſe who profeſſed to undertake his Vindi- 
cation; and are the more. diſappointed to 
find nothing of this Sort attempted. 

Should it, on the contrary, hereafter ap- 
dear, as the Admiral's Enemies inſiſt it will, 
that there was no material Obſtruction to 
his having effected a Communication with 
the Garriſon; that an open Boat came from 
it, Philip's in Search of the fugitive Fleet ; 
mat he remained inactive, or, at leaſt, ated 
kebly and irreſolutely, during the Engage- 
ment; and that he ſuffered the Intrepid to 
remain expoſed to unneceſſary Danger; his 
Puniſhment, be it what it may, will be but 
: poox Compenſation: to an injured 
Nation a i 

As I hope to have hitherto been, ſo my 
utmoſt With is ever to remain, EH 


Your efteemed bumble Servant, 
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